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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
25 Oxford Road  • New Hartford, New York 

Diocese of Central New York 
Phone: (315) 732-7462 

 
St. Stephen’s Website •  St. Stephen’s Facebook Page 

https://ststephens-newhartford.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensepiscopalnhny
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How God Lives Within Our Parish 
 
Mission Statement   
The St. Stephen’s family members are disciples of Jesus Christ. Through prayer, study, and 
fellowship, we are empowered to do God’s work through creative and innovative programs in small 
and whole group settings. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, St. Stephen’s Church looks to serve others 
and shine as a beacon of God’s light in the world.  
 
 
Services  
Sundays at 10:00 am with a coffee hour following the service. 
*services are available on Facebook Live for those unable to 
attend in person. 
Link to St. Stephen’s Facebook page. 
 
 
Community Outreach 
• Pastoral Care 
• Rector’s Discretionary Fund 
• Ashes to Go 
• Prayer Blankets for Sleep in Heavenly 

Peace (which provides free beds for 
children in our community) 

• Knitted hats & mittens prayerfully made for 
hospitalized babies  

• Support St. Margaret’s Food Bank 
• Support Emmaus House (emergency 

housing for homeless women and children)   
• Parish Library 
• Christmas caroling at a Senior Living Center  
• Host for multiple community service e.g. AA 

and Alanon  
 
 
Ministries 
• Altar Guild 
• Worship Servers 
• Hospitality & Fellowship 
• Building and Grounds  
• Music via on-line sources 
• Services broadcast on our Facebook page 
 
Spiritual Growth 
• The Gift of Years book study - spring 2024 
• Dog in the Manger book study - fall 2024 

Rummage Sale 

Church Picnic 

Communion Services 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensepiscopalnhny
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Our Local Community  
Nestled in the heart of Oneida County, The Village of New Hartford is a small town with so much to 
offer. There are several active church communities, unique local dining venues, and shopping 
options for any need. New Hartford will feel like home instantly. Come for the weekly Farmer’s 
Market in the summers and the twinkling Christmas lights in the winter and stay for the cozy 
community that will welcome you with open arms. New Hartford is a bustling town in which St. 
Stephen’s is proud to belong.  
 
 
Area Attractions  
• The Stanley Theater 
• Utica Zoo 
• Adirondack Bank Center 
• Oneida County History Center 
• Adirondack Scenic Railroad 
• Oneida County Public Market 
• Utica Children’s Museum 
• Utica Public Library 
• Utica Marsh Wildlife 
• Munson-Williams-Pratt Art Institute 
• Utica Symphony Orchestra 
• Home of the International Boilermaker Road Race  
• Part of the "City that loves Refugees"  
 
 
Our Next Rector 
• Position: ⅓ Rector (to increase with the growing needs of our congregation) 
• Weekly Attendance: 22 - 28 
• Church Type: Family 
At St. Stephen’s Church, we are united in seeking an individual to become the spiritual leader of our 
church community. This person will be able to successfully work with and become a part of our 
parish family, expressing their love of God, spirit, and enthusiasm, through their ability to 
communicate and teach in order to build upon our unique strengths and traditions. This person 
would continue our fellowship with welcoming yet traditional services that relate scripture to our lives 
and community by being inclusive of all members of the congregation. In addition, this person would 
continue building outreach programs to grow the spirituality of our parish and local community with 
such things as pastoral visits, youth ministries, book studies, and social gatherings to name a few.   
 
St. Stephen’s on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/StStephensepiscopalnhny 
St. Stephen’s Website: https://ststephens-newhartford.org/ 

Christmas Caroling 

Baptisms 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephensepiscopalnhny
https://ststephens-newhartford.org/
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The History of St. Stephens Church  
 
For over 200 years, the people of St. Stephen’s have sought to love God and live the 
Way of Love to our members, our community and our world.  
 

In 2024, St. Stephen’s celebrated our 200
th
 anniversary. This event led us to a year of 

reflection. Our story is like a wall tapestry where each of our members offer a little strand 
of yarn and together they form a living picture of St. Stephen’s story. Our founders gave 

us the name of one of the first deacons who defended the faith until death becoming the 1
st
 Christian 

martyr. His last words were of forgiveness following Christ’s example. This naming was our beginning.  
 

Each era parishioners have shared their talents with both the parish and wider community. There 
have been attorneys including a Diocesan Chancellor for decades; medical people who supported 
weekly healing services; an active youth program and womens’  group; creative artists offering 
woodwork, paintings, pageants, puppetry and clowning; building and grounds volunteers who keep 
our facility in good shape; many who offer their voice in beautiful joyful noise; and always some of the 
best cooks who also excel in hospitality.  
 

Recently our diocese has had to close some small parishes. Some of their parishioners have found a 
home at St. Stephen’s. Many were leaders in their old parish and are wonderful additions to our 
parish. They also brought some of their special items like a nativity scene that helps blend us into a 
new creation.  
 

We have been blessed that St. Margaret’s Ecumenical Retreat Center is just up  the hill. When the 
Sisters were in residence, they often joined us for Sunday service and hosted our vestry retreats and 
youth events. Many of our members have taken part in their events. St. Stephen’s has also been a 
longtime supporter of their ministries e.g. Emmaus House serving homeless women and children and 
their Food Pantry.   
 

God’s call can come in surprising ways. St. Stephen’s has always been supportive of youth. Our 
church is only 2 houses down from the New Hartford school main campus. We have served as an 
emergency site for students and currently serve as an emergency meet up site for parents in the 
event of a lockdown. 
 

This history led us to  host a series of interfaith prayer services starting on the anniversary of the 
Columbine school shooting and recently introduce a diocesan resolution for weekly prayers against 
gun violence. It passed and each parish committed to include this type of prayer in their weekly 
intercessions for a year. With this history, we believe God is calling us to continue this peace mission 
especially with youth.  
 

Each of these activities is a part of our parish tapestry. Each of our 35 rectors have shared their gifts 
and joined our story. Many live on as a beloved memory in our hearts, but in full disclosure, we are 
emerging from a time when a recent rector betrayed our covenant of love. 
 

Approx. 5 years ago our rector helped herself generously to our finances and hid her activities. Her 
addiction to gambling was too strong and it cost her. She is no longer a priest. The pastoral care we 
experienced from the Diocese has been a strong aid in our healing and led to our congregation taking 
a more active role in our ministries. We truly believe in the adage that when you get a lemon, make 
lemonade! For us, the memories of her time with us now include both the last days AND the good 
days. 
 

We know there is good and the temptation to sin in all of us. We believe in supporting each other, 
working as a team so there can be accountability, and offering God’s love whenever and wherever 
there is a need. If you believe this too, then maybe the next  strand of yarn on our tapestry will be 
you!  
 


