
Collaborative Intention for Gethsemane (Sherrill), St. John's (Oneida)  
and St. Stephen's (New Hartford)  
 

We are writing to share an exciting opportunity for ministry in Central New York. Three Episcopal 
churches: Gethsemane (Sherrill), St. John's (Oneida), and St. Stephen's (New Hartford), are 
coming together in a spirit of partnership to call a full time priest who will serve and walk alongside 
all three congregations.  

Each of our churches is a vibrant and faithful community with its own unique character and traditions. 
We want to be clear -- our parishes will remain independent. We are not combining congregations or 
finances. Instead, we are working together in a new way, pooling our resources and energy so that 
we may call a priest to help guide our shared journey of faith.  

We know that strong ministry requires strong partnership. Each of our churches has active lay 
leaders who provide steady administrative support, and we are committed to working closely with our 
new priest to ensure a healthy balance of time and responsibilities. Together, we will establish a clear 
covenant that outlines worship schedules, pastoral care, and other ministries as needs arise.  

What we can offer is a joyful opportunity to serve people of faith in three distinct communities. You 
will find in us welcoming congregations, strong lay leadership, and an eagerness to share in ministry. 
We are excited about the possibilities this partnership brings and hopeful that God is preparing the 
right person to walk with us in this new season.  
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